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OUTREACH CONNECTS

rovincial Outreach extends a warm welcome to |
the 2011 — 2012 school year! The POP looks =g
forward to a continued working relationship with stu-§
dents/teachers and other stakeholder groups within the
K- 12 system in BC. Many exciting opportunities are |
planned to bring both staff and students together under |
our student initiative mandate. Our numbers of on line M s
learning students is growing as we meet the needs of ¢
student learners around the province. A «
‘mentorship’ program is ready to be rolled out to support |*
recently graduated teachers as well as a separate pro-§;
gram to address the needs of educational assistantsf:s
working with deaf and hard of hearing students. Out-

reach recognizes the communication limitations due to [z
recent job action in our province and looks forward to an
equitable resolve for all involved. Staffing for the Pro-
vincial Outreach Program this year consists of Lisa

Meneian, Administrator, Leonarda Ehl (.6) TDHH, Cara
Marie Furlan, Program Assistant/Interpreter, Heidi
Feenstra, ASL Program Development, and Judy Poato,
Secretary. Provincial Outreach provides consultation
and support to school districts in the province at no cost®

to the school district. INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

If you are interested in participating in the mentorship/ | WAVLI Makes Page 2
teacher development program either as an experience History
teacher in the field of deaf education or a new teacher What's N P 3
having entered the field in the past 3 years, please con- IféSDHIiV’;I at age
tact Lisa to declare your interest. More information will ‘
be provided in the coming weeks. Youth Page 11
Best wishes for a successful school year! CErfeEee
Contact the Provincial Outreach for Deaf and Hard of Obtimist Page 4
Hearing Students at 604-664-8300 or emalil Corﬂ etition 9
lisa.meneian-cecile@sd41.bc.ca . P
Student Page 8
Initiatives

eaf and Hard of Hearing Kids are Worth it!



WAVLI MAKES HISTORY July 7, 2011
Welcome to WAVLI

The Westcoast Association of Visual Language
Interpreters (WAVLI) is the provincial professional
association of interpreters who work between
spoken English and American Sign Language
(ASL). WAVLI holds its members to a Code of
Ethics and provides Guidelines for Professional
Practice to govern its members.

WAVLI promotes professionalism, both linguistically
and ethically, to employers and consumers of ser-
vice alike. Over the past decade, WAVLI has
engaged in a process of clarifying the difference
between qualified professional interpreters and
lay-persons, who have no formal linguistic training,
yet self-identify as ‘sign language interpreters’. On
July 07, 2011 that process was strengthened by the
granting of Occupational Title Protection by the BC
Provincial Government.

WAVLI now holds three protected titles:

(1) Registered ASL/English Interpreter,

(2) (2) Registered Sign Language Interpreter,
and

(3) (3) Registered Visual Language Inter-

preter which are restricted for use by WAVLI
members only.
Any interpreter in BC using one of the three granted
occupational titles must meet the educational
requirement stipulated in the WAVLI bylaws (http://

www.wavli.com/bylaws.html) which states that an

applicant must be currently providing interpretation
services and have graduated from an acceptable
visual language interpreter training program.
Having title protection assures the public that, when

hiring an interpreter who is using any of the three

protected titles, that person is qualified to provide
ASL-English interpreting services.

Many Deaf, Deaf-Blind, and Hard-Of-Hearing
people are fluent in American Sign Language (ASL)
or use an English mode of signing. Sign Language
Interpreters are professionally trained people who
provide a vital link between Deaf or hard-of-hegrin
people who use sign language as their primary nobde
communication and those who do not know sign
language (usually hearing people using a spoken
language).

Westcoast Association of Visual Lanquage Interpsete

(WAVLI) was established in 1987 and is a non-profit
organization of professional interpreters and pteter
educators, promoting quality interpreting serviaad
professional development to its members.

WAVLI supports the aims of th&ssociation of Visual

Language Interpreters of Cana@é/LIC) and in doing

so, its members adhere to the Code of Ethics of the
Association of Visual Language Interpreters of Ghna
We provide a support network and professional
development opportunities for Sign Language
Interpreters in British Columbia and other areas.
In doing so, we also work to support the Deaf,
Deaf-Blind, and Hard-of-Hearing communities of Bitit
Columbia by taking an active role in a variety cdas
including:

Encouraging excellence in interpreters and

interpreting services.

Creating greater public awareness and understand-
ing of interpreting and the role of interpreters.

Encouraging high ethical standards and understand-
ing in interpreting services to individuals who are
hearing, Deaf or hard-of-hearing.

For more information go to www.wavli.com



Provincial Outreach Resource Library

WHAT'S NEW AT PSDHH?
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Provincial Outreach hosts the Provincial Resource Library, which is available to all teachers of the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing, Educational Assistants and Interpreters in British Columbia. Book, DVD’s, and
Assessment resources can be borrowed for up to three weeks (or longer upon request). The resource
library is great for previewing material that may be relevant for your school district to purchase.

Staff Top Picks: Cara-Marie’s Fav's

*Canadian dictionary in ASL — a must have for every classroom. The dictionary offers clear illustrations
and sign descriptions alongside English definitions.

*'You Deaf" storybook with DVD - a sweet story about friendship. Back pages have signed illustrations
relating to the story. Also includes a DVD signed version of the story.
Written by Linda McLaughlin (TDHH at BCSD).

* Sign language flip books from Garlic Press - school/ home/ community.
Large colourful illustrations accompany this sign language teaching tool.
Each flipbook is topic specific and contains signs and sentences.

*Boys Town educational interpreting performance assessment DVD's K-
12.

A best practices resource these DVD’s will assist the interpreter to more
effectively interpret in the K — 12 setting. Wonderful for professional de-
velopment.




Save the Date...!
Provincial Outreach Program and Provincial Service®eaf and Hard of
Hearing Students will be hosting:

for Ages 12-23
When: March 26th-29th, 2012
Where: BC Provincial School for the Deaf
Burnaby, BC

Optimist Communication Contest: \

The topic for the 2012 Optimist competition is:

"How My Optimism Helps Me Overcome

Obstacles".

We look forward to many competitors this year from
all over our province. The date of the event is
March 29th, 2012 . More information to follow soon.
This event is open to Deaf and Hard of Hearing stu-
dents in grades 6 through 12 and is held at the Mi-
chael J. Fox Theatre at Burnaby South Secondary
School. Please make sure to inform your students
about this worthwhile event!!! First and second
place winners in the Oral and ASL categories will
have the opportunity to participate in the District
level competition in Newport, Oregon on May 18-19,
2012!

Students must have a bilateral hearing loss of 40 decibels or more in order to be eligible to participate.
Participants must submit an audiogram done within 24 months of the date of the contest from a qualified
audiologist.

Reimbursement of transportation costs will be considered on a first come first serve basis.




Quint-tandem bicycle ride
through Portland, Oregon

Oregon Panthers at Oregon School for the Deaf

In April 2011, 1% and 2" place winners in the Oral and ASL categories from our Burnaby Optimist Com-
munication Competition were invited to participate in the District level communication competition in Sa-
lem Oregon. Our four day adventure included spending the day at the Oregon School for the Deaf, tour-
ing Salem, pizza party, shopping, district competition and awards banquet, more shopping, and a tour of
the Portland river-front by quint-tandem bicycle. The trip was exciting from beginning to end, however the
results of the District competition were a highlight for alll Our BC contestants were as follows:
Francesca Ota-Demers from Summerland BC

Daniel Liegmann from Kelowna BC

Marina Rasmussen from Langley BC

Kevin Mountain from Burnaby BC

Our students competed against fellow deaf and hard of hearing participants from Idaho, Washington, and
Oregon. We are very proud to say that BC made a lasting impression in Salem. Third place went to
Kevin Mountain, second place to Daniel Liegmann, and our first place winner in our Burnaby competition
went on to also win first place in Salem winning an additional $2500 scholarship ! Congratulations to all
students for their successful participation in this wonderful event ! Looking forward to 2012’s competition
in Burnaby on March 29 and the District level competition to be held in Newport, Oregon at the end of
April.
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z\; /; Did you know that Charlie Chaplain was an admirer of ASL? So
%/ much so that he asked a man, a painter by the name of Granville
, Redmond (Deaf), to help Charlie to develop his silent acting skills
E - with gestures. They became friends and Charlie even cast

Granville in several silent acting roles!

Greetings Everyone! We are very excited for BC
Deaf Grad 2012!
Family and community members are welcome to
join us for this special occasion. BC Deaf Grad is a
signing event, but we also welcome oral deaf
students who feel comfortable being part of a
signing environment. We want to celebrate all the
Deaf Grads!
The evening begins with a dinner, followed by time
to honour the grads through speeches and con-
cludes with a dance. Grads wear their formal attire
or dressy clothes — there is lots of picture taking! A
big highlight is when some of the grads themselves
stand up to make a speech. In the past, families
(grandparents, aunts, uncles etc.), and the Grads
themselves have cherished this event.
If you have a student completing high school
this year or are aware of any grad who may not
be aware of this event, please email the name or
contact information of the individual(s) to

Chelsea Miron at BCSD. We want to celebrate as

many BC Deaf Grads as possible!

To reserve tickets please contact Chelsea via email
(contact information below) as soon as possible.
There will be no refunds or tickets sold at the door.
A maximum of 175 tickets are available and tickets
are expected to sell out quickly. Ticket reservations
have now begun.

TICKET DEADLINE: April 30th

Event: Sunday, May 27th, 2012

COST: $40
Burnaby Lake Pavilion,
6871 Roberts Street, Burnaby BC
TIME: Doors @ 5:30pm, Dinner @ 6pm

Tickets will be sold on a first come first serve basis.
No Refunds. Tickets will NOT be sold at the door.
This is a non-alcohol ‘family/community’ event.

Tickets can be purchased through Chelsea
Miron at BCSD. To make arrangements for

purchase, please contact Chelsea via email:

chelsea.miron@sd41.bc.ca




The Provincial Resource Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at R.E.
Mountain Secondary School in Langley, British Columbia

R.E. Mountain Secondary School in Langley BC
has proudly hosted a Provincial Outreach for Deaf
and Hard of Hearing students for 25 years. There is
a wonderful teacher to student ratio with three
teachers of the Deaf currently supporting ten stu-
dents with direct instruction.Students also have the
opportunity for integration into variety of classes
complete with certified interpreters.

Students enrolled at the R.E. Mountain PRP are
involved in extra curricular activities such as athlet-
ics, restorative action teams and service clubs in
addition to attending school events such as dances,
pep rallies, barbeques, and other student
council sponsored activities.

The staff at R.E. Mountain strive to meet the indi-
vidual language and learning needs of each of their

For more information on the program, please con-
tact Mrs. Debbi McKinnon
(dmckinnon@sd35.bc.ca) or at 604-888-3033.

Note: For

consid-

eration

into the

program,

students

must first

be re-

ferred

from their

home

commu-

nity school district and then go through the Provin-
cial Educational Review Committee for the Deaf
(PERCD) and be deemed eligible to attend.

students.
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Student Initiatives

Student Initiatives are an integral part of the
services provided by the Provincial Outreach
Program. Student participation in these activi-
ties supports their emotional and social growth
and sense of well-being. The spring is a busy
time in many school districts with Teachers of
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing planning, and
participating in many such student initiatives.
The Okanagan TDHH's organized a day of
science, teachers on the Island collaborated to
provide a beach day, Surrey TDHH’s organ-
ized a day of bowling for over 100 students.
Outreach also supported this year's Optimist
Communication Competition in Burnaby and

the District level competition in Salem, Oregon,
as well as a camp for elementary students to Camp Zajak. Here are a few highlights:
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Camp Zajak

In June 2011, 40 students from BCSD and Outreach from
around the province, attended Camp Zajak in Mission, BC
for three days of adventure and risk-taking. Activities in-
cluded high-ropes courses, wall climbing, horse-back riding,
nature walks, archery, swimming, camp fire activities, just to
name a few. So many wonderful friendships and memories
were made!

Smores! M-M-M !




by Pam Guibalt

Thursday, May 19" saw the sun shine on our
12" annual Beach Day event for deaf/hard of
hearing students from the 5 south island school
districts. Students from Victoria, Sooke,
Saanich, the Gulf Islands and Cowichan were
reunited at Cadboro/Gyro Park in Victoria, BC.
This annual event is organized by the teachers of
these students, with the intent to allow these in-
tegrated students an opportunity to meet peers
who are ‘just like them’ — they wear hearing aids
or assistive listening technology, they might use
an interpreter/notetaker, they could be the only
one in their school with this challenge. The
Cowichan School District students came the fur-
thest distance, travelling over Vancouver Island’s
Malahat mountains via the school bus funded by

Deaf Outreach. The students from the Gulf Islands

were blessed with a sunny ferry ride enroute to
Cadboro Bay Park.

This year we had 65 students with 15 accompany-
ing adults attend our event. A hotdog lunch with
juice and chips was funded by Deaf Outreach,

while games were organized by the
teachers. Parachute games, bubble
blowing/chasing, and table crafts
were enjoyed by the young students
while Capture the Flag, Touch Foot-
ball, Beach Volleyball and Frisbee
was a hit with the older students. Of
course a paddle in the ocean, beach-
combing and sandcastle building
were fun for all ages.

Thanks to all the hard work and or-
ganization that the teachers of the
deaf/hard of hearing put into this
event. The students went home
happy and tired but already asking
when next year's Beach Day would

TECH ...

Have any of you tried or seéittp://

free apps.

zao

N

aggshogger con¥ The website can send

you alerts when apps are temporarily free.

It's a great tool for finding free or nearly

| recently found a Sesame Stredy list of ‘Must Have’
alphabet letter and tracer combined on sa@ps:

from $4.99 to .99 cents!! There is a great
website that our district created which |
manage nownttp://sd34websites.cor®n it Game for Hard of Heariny
you will find amazing websites for kids. Its
nice to only have one site name to rememHearing Aid Tic Tac Toe $8.99

happen.

Self Advocacy Board

$14.99

ber to give parents and colleagues where gréd Bingo $9.99

kid friendly
free to use it and share it with others.

.

programs can be found! Feélearing Loss Simulator $1.99

SPL meter  $1.99 phone app




PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL
REVIEW COMMITTEE FOR DEAF AND
HARD OF HEARING
STUDENTS

2011-2012
PERCD Meeting Dates:

November 18th 2011
January 23rd 2012
February 13th 2012

March 2012 (date TBA)

PERCD Agendas for these
above dates are now full. If
you have a student not yet
placed on an Agenda, please
contact Lisa immediately.
Please note that PERCD
requires that the NEW
application forms be filled out
and also that a Psych Ed
Assessment OR
Developmental Profile be
included.

To access the new forms please contact
Judy Poato at judy.poato@sd41.bc.ca

We’'re on the Web!

www.Deafoutreachbc.ca
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PROVINCIAL OUTREACH PROGRAM FOR
DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING STUDENTS

Lisa Meneian
Administrator
4446 Watling Street
Burnaby, BC
V5J 5H3

Phone 604-664-8300
Fax: 604-664-8308
Email: lisa.meneian-cecile@sd41.bc.ca
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Does your school district have any TTY’s
not being used? Would your school dist
be willing to donate them to the Provinc
Outreach Program for lending to other
districts? Please contact Lisa Meneian i
interested.

ericho Hill Legacy Trust

Provincial Outreach is pleased to announce that
Nicole Mussey was the recipient of the 2011 JHLT
scholarship.

Nicole will receive $2000.00 toward her post sec-
ondary education. Outreach wishes Nicole much
success as she enters into her post secondary
education!!

Eligible students must be:

*Mainstreamed students that are Deaf
*Communicate primarily using ASL

* Use Interpreters in the classroom

*Graduating grade 12 with a Dogwood Certificate
or receiving a BC School Completion Certificate
*Minimum C+ average at the last report of grades

More information about the JHLT will be sent out in
February 2012!!
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